
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, January 27, 2020 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. James, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice-chairperson; Mr. Fuller; 
Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; Mr. Smith; and Mrs. White.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mr. Camp, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources officer; Dr. Graham, executive director of early childhood/elementary 
instruction; Mr. Barr, director of Chester County Career Center; Mr. Spencer, director of 
The Learning Center; Dr. Graham, principal of Chester High School; Mrs. Houston, 
principal of Chester Middle School; Mr. Jones, principal of Chester Park Elementary 
Center of Literacy through Technology; Dr. Moore, principal of Chester Park Elementary 
School of the Arts; Mrs. Taylor, principal of Chester Park Elementary School of Inquiry; Dr. 
Sanders, principal of Great Falls High School; Ms. Brunson, principal of Great Falls Middle 
School; Mrs. Taylor, principal of Great Falls Elementary School; Mrs. Snipes, principal of 
Lewisville High School; Mr. Edmond, principal of Lewisville Middle School; and Mrs. 
Stone, principal of Lewisville Elementary School. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Dr. Collins called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. Lovern gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 School Board Members – 2020 School Board Recognition Month – In 
observance of School Board Recognition Month, board members were recognized for 
their service and their support of the students and public education.  Each board member 
received gifts from the schools that were presented by the school principals and directors. 
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ELECTION OF BOARD CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
 The annual elections for board chair and vice-chair were held, and Mrs. James and 
Dr. Collins were elected board chair and vice-chair, respectively. 

 
 Mrs. James was elected board chair with a 4-3 vote by show of hands.  Mr. Fuller, 
Mrs. White, Mr. Shannon and Mrs. James voted in favor of Mrs. James for board chair.  
Mrs. Lovern, Mr. Smith and Dr. Collins opposed. 
 
 Dr. Collins was elected vice-chair with a 5-2 vote by show of hands.  Mr. Fuller, Mrs. 
Lovern, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Smith and Dr. Collins voted in favor of Dr. Collins for vice-chair. 
Mrs. White and Mrs. James opposed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 At this time, Mrs. James announced the Public Comments section and invited 
persons in the audience to address the board that signed up for Public Comment. 
 
 Mr. Steve Jackson addressed the board to express his thoughts about the bond 
referendum flyers that were mailed to residences countywide.  He commented that the 
information in the flyers was not complete and could be considered misleading. Mr. 
Jackson also commented that he was not happy about the change in board leadership. 
 
 Mr. Tony Pope, chairman of Chester Economic Development, addressed the board 
as a supporter of the bond referendum.  He mentioned that growth in the Richburg 
community necessary for a new Lewisville High School was eight to 10 years out, while 
the problems that exist at Chester High School would not go away.  Mr. Pope made the 
comment that if the bond referendum would not be approved, the schools would probably 
have to consolidate. 
 
 Dr. Tammy Graham addressed the board to express her appreciation to the 
superintendent and the board for taking a stand for the children. 
 
 Mr. Pete Stone addressed the board to give an update on his activities as District 
Teacher of the Year.  He reported that he represented the district at SC Alliance of Black 
Educators conference.  He also reported that he would participate in the upcoming SC for 
Ed Lobby Day.     
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of November 25, 
2019, special and regular meetings; and overnight field trip requests.  
 
 
 
 



Regular Meeting 
January 27, 2020 
Page 3 
 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain announced that a presentation on the 2020 Census 
would be made by Mr. James Earl Moore, chairman of Complete Count for Chester 
County.  During the presentation, Mr. Moore reported that the census information 
collected was confidential and would generate money for the county.  He pointed out that 
the county would receive $1,500 for each person counted in the census.    
 
 After the census presentation, Dr. Bain announced that the Chester County Chamber 
of Commerce would host a Lunch and Learn session at the Gateway on January 29, 
2020, and she would be a speaker at the event.  She extended an invitation to everyone 
interested in attending the event. 
 

 Operations Report – Mr. Camp reported that 366 work orders were completed since 
the last board meeting that included the following:  Chester Middle School parking lot 
conversion, potholes repaired, and Lewisville Elementary School drainage problem 
resolved.  Mr. Camp also reported that the move to the new IT building was completed. 
 

 Finance Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statement for the period July 1, 2019, through December 31, 2019, and the quarterly 
General Fund Budget Report by Function for the same period (Attachment A).  She also 
presented a budget calendar for the 2020-2021 budget process (Attachment B). 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette gave an update on the latest budget development information from the 
state that included a proposal for a salary increase of $3,000 for teachers.   

 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap made a presentation on the student projects 
for Giti Tire STEM Competition.  The student categories and STEM projects were the 
following:  elementary school – mousetrap car, middle school – 3-D printer tower, and high  
school – 3-D printer bridge.  Mrs. Dunlap reported that the projects for each category 
would be judged on March 24 and March 25.  She also reported that an awards banquet 
for the winners would be held on March 26 at the Gateway, and she invited board 
members to attend the banquet. 
 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter recognized the Rock Star Teachers of the 
Month for November and December 2019.  Ms. Merideth Hill from Lewisville High School 
was the Rock Star Teacher of the Month for November, and Mr. Ronald Pohl from Chester 
Middle School was the Rock Star Teacher of the Month for December.  Mr. Sumter 
presented the Rock Star Teacher of the Month tee shirt to Ms. Hill.  Mr. Pohl was absent.   
 
 Mr. Sumter announced that the Teacher Recruitment Fair would take place at the 
Gateway Conference Center on February 1, 2020.  He invited the board members to 
attend the recruitment fair. 
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DISCUSSION 

 Bond referendum vote – February 4, 2020 – Mr. Ben Thompson, architectural 
consultant, discussed the master capital improvement plan (CIP) and layout concept for 
the new Chester High School and the new Chester County Career Center, as well as the 
master CIP for  the Great Falls High School Complex.  The discussion of the master CIPs 
was a recap for the bond referendum vote on February 4, 2020.     

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 7:21 p.m. for a certified personnel hiring 
recommendations and resignations discussion. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified personnel hiring recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, 
seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified 
personnel hiring recommendations as presented (Attachment C). 

 

 Administrative rule BDG-R, School Attorney/Legal Services – amendment – On 
a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted 5-2 to approve 
administrative rule BDG-R as amended.  Dr. Collins, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Fuller, Mrs. White 
and Mrs. James voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Lovern and Mr. Smith opposed. 

 

 Act 155/207 diploma request – On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mrs. White, 
the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the Act 155/207 request for a state high 
school diploma. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mr. Smith moved, and Mrs. Lovern seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Angela H. Bain, PhD, SPHR 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Maggie J. James 
Chairperson 


